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1. Claims 1-4 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose: 
With regard to claim 1, an image processing apparatus for 
processing images picked up on a plurality of image pickup 
planes having different distances to a lens, the apparatus 
comprising: first computing means for computing weights of said 
plurality of images acquired by said acquiring means; second 
computing means for computing averages of said plurality of 
images acquired by said acquiring means; and image creating 
means for creating an optimum image of said target object by 
obtaining a weighted average based on said weights computed by 
said first computing means and on said averages of said 
plurality of images computed by said second computing means. 

With regard to claim 3, an image processing method for use 
with an image processing apparatus for processing images picked 
up on a plurality of image pickup planes having different 
distances to a lens, the method comprising the steps of: 
firstly computing weights of said plurality of images acquired 
in said acquiring step secondly computing averages of said 
plurality of images acquired in said acquiring step; and 
creating an optimum image of said target object by obtaining a 
weighted average based on said weights computed in said first 
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computing step and on said averages of said plurality of images 
computed in said second computing step. 

With regard to claim 4, a storage medium which stores a 
computer- readable program for use with an image processing 
apparatus for processing images picked up on a plurality of 
image pickup planes having different distances to a lens, said 
program comprising the steps of: firstly computing weights of 
said plurality of images acquired in said acquiring step; A 
storage medium which stores a computer-readable program for use 
secondly computing averages of. said plurality of images acquired 
in said acquiring step; and creating an optimum image of said 
target object by obtaining a weighted average based on said 
weights computed in said first computing step and on said 
averages of said plurality of images computed in said second 
computing step. 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Itsumi et al discloses a video camera that comprises a 
vibrating image processing operation. 

Paik et al discloses a digital focusing method that 
includes a step of estimating edge direction of each sub- image. 
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Dougherty discloses a camera that comprises multiple image 
sensors located at different optical path lengths from the 
focusing ' means . 

Dowski discloses an automatic focusing device that 
comprises Z- transformation circuit. 

Subbarao discloses an electronic camera that includes a 
method of determining a set of unknown parameters of linear 
shift- invariant system. 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the- examiner's supervisor, Andrew Christensen, can 
be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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